
First International Chorus Medal -1978 

Fourth Place Bronze Medal, 40th Annual International Convention and Contests 
SPEBSQSA, Cincinnati OH, July 6-8, 1978 

Musical Director Scott Werner Associate Director John Hohl Chapter President Bill 
Sando 104 chorus members “I Tore Up Your Picture When You Said Goodbye” (John 
Hohl, Arranger) “No Wonder I’m Happy” (John Hohl, Arranger) 

The Alexandria Chapter’s first chance to experience the excitement of international 
chorus competition would change its members’ barbershop activities, attitudes, and 
ambitions. It would mean a more intensive search for ways to improve Harmonizer vocal 
and visual performance, greater emphasis on the administrative necessities for 
international contests, and financial challenges as Alexandria’s annual budgets 
increased by tens of thousands of dollars. 

The chorus’s first international contest included several events that would become 
traditions in subsequent years. One was the first Togetherness Dinner, and another was 
a chorus breakfast on the day of the contest. The chorus had drawn the first singing 
position. The tension grew as Harmonizers, in their new yellow uniforms, were finally on 
the risers and ready to sing. Time seemed to stand still for a moment until the Master of 
Ceremonies made his announcement – “Representing the Mid-Atlantic District, under 
the direction of Scott Werner, from Alexandria, Virginia, the Harmonizers.” 

 

The curtains opened on the chorus and the portrait of a “very special lady,” who was the 
subject of the ballad. The mood was balanced by the up-tune. Never had 299 seconds 
gone faster as in the singing of the two contest songs. It may very well be that the 
chorus peaked on the stage that day. The applause was another kind of music for the 
Harmonizers. To be fourth on the first try for international honors was no small 
accomplishment. Adding to the excitement, the Nova Chords were Fifth Place 
Medalists, and John Hohl arrangements were used by three choruses competing that 
day. 


